
Camden Conservation Commission
DRAFT Minutes of Meeting – February 22, 2017

Gentlemen's Club Conference Room, Camden Opera House 

Members present: Roger Rittmaster (Chair),  Alison McKellar, Doug Johnson, Vicki Doudera, Wayne 
Ruesswick, Seth Meyer, Sam Johnson. Select Board Member Marc Ratner joined us at 5:35 pm.

NOTE: Action items are underlined.

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:03 pm. Minutes of the January meeting were approved.

2. Roger used $1500 of monies we had in our reserve fund for a match for the Maine Outdoor 
Heritage Fund Grant. Wayne asked that the minutes reflect the terrific work Roger did on the 
grant proposal and we all applauded. THANK YOU ROGER!  

Dividing up the work for the MOHF Grant:  Wayne and Sam volunteered to co-lead the 
production of the Stewardship Brochure. Alison raised the point that things are changing all the 
time (she specifically mentioned composting & recycling) and we discussed reaching out to as 
many groups as possible. Sam volunteered to lead the storm drain stenciling project. Roger will 
be managing the interns. Wayne volunteered for the duck feeding and medication signs. Boat 
pump out leader will be Seth, and Vicki volunteered to help with the Camden Yacht Club.  
Alison mentioned that her husband works for Yachting Solutions and he can help, too. Bacterial 
testing does not need a leader as the summer intern will be doing that, along with David 
Bolstridge of the Wastewater Treatment Department. Roger will take on the unencapsulated 
polystyrene elimination. We will be advertising for the interns and Vicki and Roger will work 
on this.  As far as when we will know about the grants –  we will hear about the Ash Borer grant
first week in March, while the MOHF Grant is decided on May 4 in Augusta, and Roger will be 
at that meeting.

3. Sagamore Farm proposal:  Roger prepared a draft motion to declare the wooded area of 
Sagamore Farm a town park which we discussed. Marc reported that the Planning Board would 
love to have it as an industrial park but that the money the town would need to put into it would 
be substantial. The solar power farm is progressing. Wayne asked if the DOT would consider 
upgrading the road as part of a trade and we discussed the feasibility.  McNEMBA has agreed to
maintain the trails. Beth Ward, acting director of Parks & Rec, is in favor of the park proposal, 
and the Parks & Rec Committee formally endorsed the idea. Roger is planning to go to the 
Planning Board and is on the agenda for March 15th.  He will formally present the proposal to 
the Select Board on March 21. The motion to propose that the Farm be declared a town park 
was made by Doug and seconded. The vote passed: all in favor but for one abstention. 

4. Wayne showed the signage on the medication disposal. The pharmacies will post the signs and 
Hannafords will put a little slip in the prescription bags. 

5. CCC Budget Request – Roger will be redrafting given that he used $1500 in the grant match.

6. Vicki reported on the Logo Contest and handed out posters. The contest is advertised in some 
newspapers, on FB, and Vicki will send press releases to the high schools. She and Alison will 
work on a CCC facebook page which could be helpful on this and our other activities. Vicki 
also suggested that we be the umbrella organization for Earth Day activities in Camden. This 



suggestion had been made by Leonard Lookner in spring of 2016 at a past CCC meeting when 
he was our Select Board liason. Vicki has arranged with CIFF for CCC to partner with them for 
their April 19th film, title yet to be announced. Alison spoke about a trash pick up day that could 
be organized as well. We voted unanimously to go ahead and head up the Camden Earth Day 
activities with Vicki taking the lead.

7. Banning unencapsulated polystyrene – Roger will amend his proposed ordinance based on our 
discussion, removing the line in Section 3 that says “After December 31, 2022, the use of 
unencapsulated polystyrene is prohibited in any new or existing dock, float or buoy.” The 
proposal was approved unanimously as amended and Roger will bring it to the Select Board, 
hopefully on the 21 of March. 

8. Roger said that 31 people attended the tracking session. The leader, Bucky Owen, did a great 
job.

Meeting adjourned at 6: 40 pm. Next meeting will be Wednesday, March 15, 2017, at 7 pm.  The 
April meeting will be Wednesday, April 26, 2017 at 6 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Vicki Doudera, Secretary


